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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2008

Abraham Geiger - SR"Y or Z"L?

On finding out that his friend Zunz had started to keep
Kosher:

Abzaham Ligiger, who wress with dismay to his fend Leopold Zunz wpon leaming that Zunz and his wife
hadl decided to keep & kosher homse:

~1 must confess 1o you that. theugh [ cannot subscribe to all his assestions. .. s6ill love Holdheim
mast sincerely. | love him because | can recopnize the zeal of his honest conviction. .. And to think that
you, with all vour mencal v't:par. shritld swddenly become impervicus to all this pulsating ingellectoal life,
tias you shoald have come 1o conteive of the past as pat just the kistory of the development of thoughs bt
as the standard to be applied 1o our presest intellechaal endeavoss!. ..

~And then cam the news aboul vour private life, 1t was said thas you seddenly decided 1o keep a
strictly kosher hame and everything that goes with it. Cemainly, [ would. . see nothing unusual or sirange
irs your conduct if you had thowght it the sdvimble thing % do under the given circumstances out of consids
eration Bor your position as hesd of the Semanary, But it was exid that you did this...out of principle...1
mast adhmis that | canncs see theat a1 all," Lener of Abrabam Geiger wo Leepold Zunz, 19 March 1835, bn
Wiezer, Abeaham Geiger. 114,

Apparently, he even considered converting to Christianity at
one point:

Since my thirteenth T, when I cobtained enlightened
religious insight and became accustomed to view the
position of a Jewish theclogian only in terms of its
bothersome aspects, since then I firmly decided to become
an orientalist, a decision I had to hide from my family; in
Heidelberg, where I apent the summer of 1829, I distanced
myself altogether from theology. Thanks be to the counsel
of providence, which changed my intention and advised me to
withdraw from the barren desert of Arabia and which led me
to the happy kingdom of philcsophy and religious activity!
But suppose I would have not bean able to decide to become
a th-nloiilm suppose the diffliculties would have welighed
too heavily in my eyes: what else could I have done other
than either to convert to the bosom of the only salvation-
granting Church on earth, or, what 1! more probable, to
turn to commerce and money business?-0
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Founding father of Reform
Judaism- Samuel
Holdheim...
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